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There is a growing public concern for the environment, which calls for action by event planners to reduce their negative environmental impact. The Go Greener Commission of West Lafayette’s green certification program for events is an integral part of this process. Go Greener Certification is a seal of approval from the city government that shows the public the event planner’s commitment to the environment. 
A few simple changes can make a big positive impact on the environment. Not doing these things may have a negative impact on your event as attendees now expect events which are sustainable and socially responsible. Go Greener is proud to provide advice and volunteers to help make your Go Greener Certified event a success. As fuel and other costs continue to rise, a Go Green Certified event will also be more efficient and economically viable. 

The following guide is a checklist of actions that your event can take in order to become Go Green Certified. 
For more information, please contact Anya Savikhin at anya@gogreenerevents.org or visit www.gogreenerevents.org. 
Go Greener Certification Requirements
Complete all 3 requirements for certification
1. Recycling

Go Greener can help with recycling by providing volunteers and bins. Recycling bins must be provided for:

· Plastic
· Aluminum
· Glass 
 
2. A Location for the Go Greener booth at your event

· Go Greener must have space for a small booth or kiosk on your event premises
· The Go Greener booth will provide free water for event goers
 

3. Encourage more environmentally friendly transportation! - choose at least one of these

· put bus stops and/or bike trails on the maps

· providing incentives for people coming by bus

· providing bus service

· provide bike racks

· provide incentives for carpoolers or people going in hybrid vehicles
· other ________________
4. The planner should encourage vendors at the event to become greener (choose at least one of these)

· Make vendors aware of the Go Greener public meetings to learn more about greening
· Point vendors to the Go Greener website for a checklist of green practices

· Tell vendors to call Go Greener – we will answer questions and provide help
 
Go Greener GOLD Certification 

(complete 2 of 3 of these additional requirements for Gold certification)
 
5. Use compostable materials for plates/cups/silverware

· Go Greener will help you source the materials for comparable cost of similar plastic items, which are not environmentally friendly.
6. Provide free bulk water for participants and discourage bottled water
7. The planner should participate in our Vendor Go Green Program.
· Go Greener will provide information with a checklist to vendors prior to the event to encourage more environmentally friendly practices.

· At the event, volunteers from Go Greener will survey the vendors to find those who have completed checklist items.

· Vendors who have completed checklist items will receive recognition from Go Greener

Incentive Program for Go Greener Certified Events
1. Go Greener will provide volunteers and bins for the recycling program. Contact us for more information at anya@gogreenerevents.org.
2. Go Greener will provide positive publicity prior to your event via:

· announcements on our website
· public radio

· television announcements

· ads in the newspaper

· word of mouth.

