Green Standards for Events 

Annual Report 2009

The Green Standards for Events Subcommittee is part of the Go Greener Commission of West Lafayette.  We are a small group of community members that began meeting in the fall of 2008 out of a common concern for our environment and the need to make community events more environmentally friendly.  Our purpose is to develop ecologically agreeable guidelines and standards for community events, and to encourage and facilitate ecologically sustainable practices at events in the Tippecanoe County area. 

During 2009 we took part in 12 local events with a combined attendance of over 60,000.  These included the Taste of Tippecanoe, Fiddlers Convention, Layflats Music Festival, Globalfest, Hannafest, Outfest, Dancing in the Streets, Uptown Jazz and Blues Festival, Feast of the Hunters Moon, Hunger Hike, and Riverfest 2009.  At these events we provided containers for recycling, coordinated the volunteer crew that monitored these containers, and educated the public on environmental matters at our tent & table.
Thanks to a generous EnviroWatts grant from Tipmont REMC, in July we were able to purchase 70 Clearstream portable recycle frames and a couple of storage totes.  These frames make recycling at events more manageable.  They are easy to transport, service, monitor, share and clean.  And they are very recognizable.  After a few of our events, people were actually looking and asking for them.  We estimate that at these events this past summer, we were able to collect between 30 and 40% of the waste, preventing this volume from going to the landfills. 
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We thank Tipmont for this generous grant, and have recognized them on our webpage and on our handouts. And we mentioned Tipmont in our two WLFI interviews.  To see these, go to our webpage at http://www.gogreenerevents.org/ . 

At Globalfest (pictured above), we collected paper, aluminum, plastic and compostable serving ware and food scraps.  The aluminum and plastic were recycled at the West Side recycle center.  The compostables and food scraps were taken to the West Lafayette Digester, added to their aerobic generator stream, and produced methane to turn their turbine generator and make electricity!  At the Hunger Hike the net waste was only a small fraction of what used to be generated, according the event organizers.  At the Feast, only plastic was collected, as the organizers requested.  We did find that often we were educating many of the event organizers as well as the patrons.

Our balance sheet looks like the following:

	Date
	Item
	Amount
	Current Balance

	7/1/2009
	Tipmont REMC Grant
	7135.00
	7135.00

	
	Pop up Tent
	344.98
	6790.02

	
	Clearstream X-frames and trailers
	4650.00
	2140.02

	
	Recycle plastic bags
	103.75
	2036.27

	
	Aprons & vests
	480.00
	1556.27


The remaining balance will be spent on handout information and supplies for the upcoming season.  We do hope to obtain more portable frames, and we will be seeking additional funding from other sources for this purpose.

The Tipmont grant made it possible for us to meet our 2009 goals of being active in local events and introducing the event-going public to ecologically sound practices at these events.  For this we are very thankful.  

The upcoming season is upon us, and we are already experiencing increased interest.  Event organizers are coming to us requesting our help.  Consequently we are ramping up our goals and expectations.  
We have already met with both Waste Management and Allied Waste, learning how we can work together with them to ensure environmental sustainability for our community events.

We’ll keep recycling on the forefront, promote the use of compostables, make our frames more available to the public at even more events, work more closely with the West Lafayette Wastewater Treatment Plant's digestor as appropriate, and generally encourage ecologically sound practices at our greater Lafayette events and festivals.  
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