GREEN GUIDELINES FOR VENDORS
 AT COMMUNITY EVENTS
The following are guidelines for food and drink vendors at local community events.  The purpose of this document is to encourage vendors to adopt more sustainable, environmentally friendly practices, and thereby encourage patrons to do the same.   
Here are five ways your vending booth can help lead the way in sustainability!! 

1) Serving ware:  Traditionally plates, cups and utensils are a large majority of the waste generated at outdoor events.   But that does not have to be so, as there are alternatives.  Options in order of preference include: 

a) Compostables – These can literally be added to a compost pile, decompose relatively readily, and are very environmentally friendly.  But in order to be so they must be collected, processed, and composted!

b) Paper – should be non-waxed, can be recycled if clean, and if in the landfill can decompose over time.

c) Plastic – can also be recycled if clean, but does not decompose readily, so should be recycled or avoided.

d) Polystyrene (i.e.Styrofoam) – cannot be recycled and does not decompose in the landfill.  Styrofoam is the least desirable product and should be avoided.

2) Condiments and Sauces:  Individual serving packages create a lot of unnecessary waste due the energy to package and the packaging litter at the events or in the land fills.  These should be avoided.  Serving condiments in bulk is much more environmentally friendly and is highly encouraged.  This includes sugar and cream for coffee and tea.  When considering coffee stir sticks, avoid them and use reusable spoons or stirrers.

3) Cooking utensils and serving containers:  Reusable containers and utensils are preferred over disposable ones.  (Labeling anything disposable only means that we are passing our problems on to others, perhaps our future generations.)

4) Beverage containers:  Bulk beverages are preferred, served in containers that can be reused preferably, or recycled.  Preferred options could include refillable cups, aluminum cans, glass bottles or plastic cups.  Styrofoam cups or containers are not recommended, as they will not decompose.  Serving water in bulk is not only the most environmentally friendly option, but probably the healthiest also.  Plastic bottled water may be convenient, but the container is considered environmentally unfriendly.  If used, encourage patrons to recycle!!
5) Miscellaneous:  

a) Oils for cooking can be reused or processed in the West side digester.  

b) Non toxic cleaning materials should be used.   

c) Cardboard can be recycled if it is clean (including oil free).

d) Buy locally when possible, as you would like your neighbors to buy from you.

e) Be a leader, follow these guidelines, encourage your patrons to reduce, reuse, recycle!

The event in which you are partaking will have recycling, sponsored by the Go Greener Green Standards for Events Committee.  Learn more about us, and contact us with any questions, at http://www.gogreenerevents.org/.
REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE …….RETHINK
